CINTRAL PHILIPPINE UNIVERSITY, ILOILO CITY

A STUDY CF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARENTS'
PARTICIPATION IN PUPILS' LEARNING
ACTIVITIES TO ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE

2780

A Thesis
Presented to
the Faculty of the School of Graduate Studies

Central Philippine University

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION

by
Ramie Soberano Espolong

March 1990



CHATTI T

INTRCDUCTICH

The country's elementary educational system has
been plagued with problems for auite =ome time now: low
achievement, low curviv~ l and Llovw perbicipation vates. (ne
often hears college irstructors ccaplaining about the un-
preparedness of collere Treshmen to tackle colleve work.
The same complairt is zired hv hish school teochers.

After umcre than live vyears of testing pupils from

the highest to the lowest sectiorn Virzy made this obser-

vation, "It Jdid net surrrigse ne any nore to find scores of
purils in the intermesiate whe could herdlv reed or write

-

sensible Mrlis™, much less 4o their rrithmetic

meanin~fullx,’
Tarents toc are nuzzled whv their children in the

elementarv grades car hardly comprehend what they read.

The Turvev of the (utcomes of Tlementarv Tducation

(Soutele), coniucted in 1974, reveslc? that sixth sraders
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To1aarica Vipay, "Unintorested, Uncerinsm Parents and

Guardians,” Fhilivpine courmil ¢ ducstion, ~LYVIT1
(Getober, 199%), p. 341.
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across the notion are deficient in s¥kills which are basic
to sucress to learning in the diffcrant areass commonly
referred to =5 the three

Accordirs to the late Assemhlvran, Ir., Ialdo 3.
Perfecto, ac reported by IDETITAY peonle in the Caniz Educe-
tion Teview, out of every onc hundred pupils startines in
prade one in the school year 1967-63, 1968-69, and 196S-70,

onlv forty-onc, Jorty-three, and fortv-five respectively,

-

reached grade six.
As pointed out by the zbove surveys of sixth sraders

underachievement, low survival, and porticipetion r=2te call

L -

for diligent cfforts on the pert of those who are concarned
with developin,” arproeches for improving acodemic achieve-

ment, survival, =nd participatiocn rate of our elementary

schocol pupllse

attompts are made to develop such annroaches, it

1
A5

would seem theot efforts should focus on identifyins thogse

variables thet can be controlled hv teachers, parents,

?P5111np1wpo (Penuﬁllc) /1v11 “ervice C ﬂMimchm“
[inistry of ,dv0°L30ﬂ and Culture, "Curricular Peforms,
dl,l\/atlo”]r11 T“( forns (iianila: GO --’,!_'"(‘ ST Continuing Irﬁ@rqwl

Y . 7-4, cited by Alma 7. Patricic, "The validation
of an In‘trumon+ for Mensurin? Gtudr Hohite and Abitudes of
High 9School “tudents in ”ﬁnlz Arricultural and Fishery
School" (unpubhlished MNaster's thesis, Zentral Fhilinpine
Universitv, Iloilo, 19%1), p. 7- -
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“Ibide, pe e



ard pupils. Ilecent research hns hesur to delineate such

variables mncre clearly. 3lo-~'s research nointed out
oarentsl involwvement in student's academic and sncial lives

as ope variable that would seem likel; to have important

potential for nromotin~ student acadenic achievement.,
child educaticn is, firet and foremost, the respon-

.u,‘,

v account of personnl and

ct

sibility of parents., However, o

professionsl limitstions, narents —z entrust a share of
this responeibility to »nrofecsionsl educators in the school.
The Fhilinpine I'sncrsma citedl that the effectiveress of child
educstion denends tec 2 large extont cn the unity of moals
and criteria hetween the home and the schoolcs

Lava rerorted that there was a favorable consensus
amor~ teachers in Abucay, Batasar on the imvortant role that
parents pnlev at home by sehbtinm up a =ood place for children
to study, by providing more favorahle conditions fow. ™ome

study, and by givine help ard ~uidance in scheool work brought

— —— e e s o3 —— s . BV ke

4R., 5o Bloom, "The Tearch for Methods of Group
Instruction as .~ “cctive as one-~to-one Tutoring,” “ducational
Leadership, 43.I (1934), p. 4 as cited by Faul G. ¥ehrmenn,
Timothy . veith and mnomen 1. Reimers, "Home Inifluerce on
“cheol Learninc. Direct ond Indirect Hiffects of Parental
Involvement on ©igh “chocl Gr~de° " Journzl of “ducational

Resesrch, IXix (July/fugust, 1 3'7)9 P. %20,

5nen . Rodriguez, e3. A scheol Tor Girls and

~

Thiliprine fomorema, 71T ‘December 4, 1983),

Farents, Too,"
Do A48,
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home by the pupils.6

The setting up of a better home study atmosphere and
the involvement of parents in the learning activities of the
pupils were established throush mutual understanding between
parents and teachers for the henefits of the child. The
result of parents' irvolvement was very satisfactory.
Research shows how helpful the involvement of parents wes
in their children's education progrems, particularly for
children from families with low incomes. Reginald Clark7
studied the development of literacy =among Hispanic black
and white fourth greders. e coniirmed the critical in-
fluence of the femily on the school achievement of children.
These findings were further corroborated by recent researches.
Keith8 in his investipgation found out that parental involve-
ment effects on achievements seem especielly positive and
significant at the elementerv level, Positive effects have

been shown of parental involvement on achievement tests

6uuan C. Layva, New Schools for Little Democracies
(Manila: Inang Wika Publishing, 1952), p. £9.

7Replnnld Clark, Familv Intersction, Community

B T L

Structure and Children's Coanltlvo ﬁ@velopment (Claremont:
Blaremont araduste .chool, 1982), p. 4.

8”1WOLHJ u° Keith, "Time 3pent on Homework and Iligh
3chonl Grades: A Larse- ~sample Path Analysis," cournal of
Bducational quchoqui, LIXIV (19922), p. ?48 as cited by
Tehrmann, Leith and Reimers, op. cit. p. 231,
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scores 25 ruported hy fariorihens’ as well =5 on class

zchievement critearis, ircludines =~rades as confirmed hv thoe
oo e, 10 2 ~ .
researchens of karrarer; ard  aticral Center for lducation

‘tatistics (FC 3). ‘'Yhe effect of parcnt-l involvement on

e

clenentarv students’ achicvenent is well documented by the

- N
stud:y of pstein.

The participation of parents in carly childhood

education is imrortant because vdreparation for readinoese

begins lony before the child enters school as cited by

172 ;
Cesareno, she further stated thet the formation of the
mind, attitude and value of the child from conception to the

age of six is considered the most critical for all aspects

[Pl
of later dev<lopment,

The rceulte of lonriftudinel studies of intorvention

R —— R i ddd

9 .
’Kevin tlarjoribantis, "The Ivaluation of a Family

Learnins Model,” tnudices in “ducational lwaluation, IX

~ v———, —cwsa
s

(1¢932), p. 343, as cited by Tehrmann, TFeith and Reimers,
ibid.

= i e

105 - Farravcr, "Inecressine Academic Performancec

‘o ( o

Tom¢ ~managed Jontinsen~ rrosrams, Journal of

Through - _
Schocel Pﬂ”ChOWOG X (1972), ». 17%, @5 cited by Fehrmeann,

Teith and 1mpros ibid.

14€° I. Upstein, "Tifects of Teacher Practicus of
Parent Involvement for Changso in Student Achievement in

Reading end lath,” Faper presented at the Mnual Moeting of
the American :ducational Hesearch fssocietion, New (rlesns,

(April, 165%), =8 cited hy Fchrmanr, Keith and Reimers,

ibid.
1“A1~'ﬂ“drr Ro Casarcro, "“he lole of Parcnts in the
Reading hbadlppss of Their ”hllg '_mhn Filipino Teacher,

ZIVI (March, 19£7), p. 343,
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models developed for .iead Start preschoolers and follow-
throuzh rroirzms provide support for teacher-psrent irnter-
vention stratcogies. It appesre that parent participation
not only restores amony parsents trust in and mutual respect

for teachers and schools, but also decrcases conflict and

"Mmat is deplorable to note is, despite such evidence
on the cffects of parental involvement on academic achieve-
ment, it is a common observation that many F'ilipino »Harents
find it hard tc spend a little timc for sittine with their
child and tutoring them on subjects in which they are weak
or improving their performance in subjects wherein they are
proficient, attending ITA meetincs and conferring with
teachers regarding their children's progress in schocl work.
Many FT'A meevings were scheduled and rescheduled bhecause
the majority of the parents were absent.

The followirg situation is common amone public
sreceived by Viray.

schools 23 <

The Filirino parent takeg the education of their
childrarn For srented. (nce the child is enrolled

the parent feels that the proper education of the
child is the concern only of the teachers who are

hired by the govervment to teach tho children, and
who are duty bound to take full charge of them »nd
that it is not the concern of pa?entsa nuch less
their duty to help the teachers in the jobh, '

z

1 viray, loc. cit.



This observation is also shared by educators from
other countries. So many parents seem to want the school
to handle all responsibility for the child, not only his
learning but also his discipline and morsal upbringing514

In a Gallup Poll/]5 teachers were asked what the
biggest problem facing the public schools was. They ranked
"lack of parental involvement" very high or first. And
when one of the most widely-read national magazines for
elementary teachers asked its subscribers to identify the
single thing that would raise student achievement, the most
populer answer was '"more parent involvement."

It appears, then that parental involvement can have
an important positive and direct effect on student academic
achievenment. Since most of the studies were conducted in
other countries and among preschoolers and primary school
pupils, there is a need to ascertain the effect of parents'
participation in pupils' learning activities on pupils'

academic performance in the Philippine setting.

14I° H, Berlin, "The Atomic Age: The Non-Learning
Child, The Parent," Iducational Leadership, XXI (April, 1964),
P. 444,

qSDavid H. Cst, '"Teacher - Parent Interactions: #An
Effective School-Community Environment," The Fducational
Forum, LII (Winter, 1988), p. 168,




TiT5 PROBLEM

Statement of the IToblem
The ctudr attempted to find out the relationship of
parents' participstion in pupils lecarnirg activities on
academic performancc; consideringm other characteristics of
rupils such ns their intelligence, household income, educs-
tional attainment of the father, and educational attainment
of the mother among the Grade VI pupils in the District o»f
Jaro, Division of Iloilo City for the school year 1938-1989,
Specifically the studv ainms:

1. To determine the extent of parents' participation

in pupils' learning activities.

e}

To determine the first order relationship
between parents' narticipation in pupils'
learning activities and academic performance,
controlling for each of the following factors:
a, intelligence

b, housechold income

c. educaetional ettainmont of the father

d. ecducational attainment of the mother

%z, ‘Do determine the second order relationship
between varents' participation and academic per-
formance controllins for intellisence and

household income,



9
4, To determine the third order relationship between
perents' participstion and =cademic porformence

controlline for intellimunce, houcehcld income,

<

and cducaetional attainment of the father.

o

5. To determine the fourth order relationship bhe-
tween pe2rents' participeticn and ac~demic per-
formance contrelline for all the four variables,
namely: intelligence, houschold incomr, education-

al attainment of the father and the educational

attainment of the mother.,

16

ment: ixpecriments by Wature and Desirm (Lembridnc, I 3ss.:

Urie “roannbrenner, The wcolooy of fuman Develop-
Harvard Univorsity Fr0%°, 1979), as c1t,d by (st, }piﬁy91° 166 .



