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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTICK

Importance of the Readins S'tills

The aim of reading is to understand and evaluate
what has been read. The teacher should keep in mind
that the many devices suggested for increasing the
efficiency of reading are only means to an end. Readinc
then, should foster an attitude of .interest in, and an
understanding of, the material and not merely develop
word recognition and pronuncistion.

In view of the dynamic nastvre of the concept of
reading and the important educative values it eontributes
to the development of our youth, it should be the concern
of the teacher to have his pupils read and read well.
Teachers should look at reading as much more than sound-
ing and giving meaning to wvisual symbol on a page.

There is need to view reading as the development of
skills and abilities to insure the coantinuous progress
of the child in reading proficiency as he advances
through the grades.

Reading is also a tool for learning the other
subject areas of the curriculum, ZEffective reading

contributes to the sueeess of the pupil in any field of
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study. It is therefore imperative that the grades five
and six pupils be equipped with the tools or skills
needed for effective learning. If the pupils have
acquired the fundamental tools for learning they soon
realize that reading is an enjoyable task rather than
en ordeal., Pupils need a lot of reading skills in
order to succeed in azny kind of venture or endeavor.

Durrel points out that a great hope for improve-
ment in classroom instruetion is ths development of
better tools for learning. The demands for effective
and efficient instruction can be mst more fully
through better educational facilitics, one of which is
the utilization of instructional materials. The
materials developed in this project cen help minimize
the deficiencies in the grades five and six pupils
in certain reading skills by providing the reading
teachers with supplements to the vprescribed basic
readers as enrichment exercises for the advanced group
of pupils in the grade level or in & lower level,
These materials have the characteristics of ehildren's
classics: genuine emotion, true-to-life chraeters and
plots, a fine style which is actually casier to read

than a stilted, poorly simplifi=zd style.1

1
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It is a fact that one of the muny deterr
that prevent the tecaehers from helping the pupils
progress is the lack of instructional matsrials. This
lack secems to be keenly felt today more tThan ever.

This study was an a2ttecmpt to produce intersst-
ing reading materials thet are within the abilities of
the grades five and six pupils to comprehcnd and enjor.

Specifically, it aims to znswer the following
questions:

1. What kinds of stories are interesting to

grades five and six pupils?

]

2. How rsadable arc th: reading materials

¢

produced for this study?

3. How suitable/usabls are the reading materials
produced to the grades for waich they were
intended?

4, How reliable are thc exercises developed to

test comprchension of the selection?



